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FIRST IN THE 
WORLD-HERALD 


US, Russia 


chip away at 
pact allowing 
surveillance 


Rollback of Open Skies 
Treaty comes as nations’ 
relationship gets chillier 


By STEVE LIEWER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


A post-Cold War treaty set up to 
give the United States, Russia and 
32 other countries the right to fly 
over and photograph one another’s 
military facilities is being strained 
by the two nations’ mutual anger. 

U.S. and Russian officials have 
both slapped new restrictions on 
Open Skies Treaty flights in recent 
months. U.S. flights are conducted 
aboard a pair of 56-year-old OC- 
135B jets flown by crews from the 
45th Reconnaissance Squadron of 
the 55th Wing, at Offutt Air Force 
Base near Bellevue. 

Late last month the Russian de- 
fense ministry announced that, 
after Jan. 1, it would no longer al- 
low the U.S. to launch flights from 
three designated Open Skies mili- 
tary bases within its borders. That 
followed a U.S. announcement 
closing two American bases, one 
in Georgia and one in South Dako- 
ta, to overnight stays by Russian 
crews. 

The move is a rollback of an 
agreement in place since 1992, 
one of a series of arms-control 
deals intended to foster trust and 
transparency as the relationship 
between the nuclear superpowers 
thawed at the end of the Cold War. 

But it’s also part of a larger con- 
flict that has escalated in recent 
years, especially since Russia’s 
seizure of Crimea from Ukraine 
in 2014. Each side has accused the 
other of violating agreements, in- 
cluding a 1987 nuclear weapons 
treaty. 

The U.S. this month committed 
to sending defensive weapons to 
Ukraine, drawing an angry re- 
sponse from Moscow. Congress 
also has imposed sanctions against 
Russian officials in response to 
apparent interference in the 2016 
elections. 


See Treaty: Page 2 


IMMIGRANT REMARKS 


Trump partly 
denies vulgar 
comment as 
others respond 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump on Friday of- 
fered a partial denial in public but 
privately defended his remarks 
disparaging Haitians and African 
countries a day earlier. 

Trump said he was only express- 
ing what many people think but 
won’t say about immigrants from 
economically depressed countries, 
according to a person who spoke 
to the president as criticism of his 
comments ricocheted around the 
globe. 

Trump spent Thursday evening 
making a flurry of calls to friends 
and outside advisers to judge their 
reaction to the tempest, said the 
confidant, who spoke on the condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Trump wasn’t apologetic about 
his inflammatory remarks and 
denied he was racist; instead, he 
blamed the media for distorting 
his meaning, the confidant said. 

However, critics of the presi- 
dent, and some in his own Repub- 
lican Party, spent Friday blasting 
the vulgar comments he made be- 
hind closed doors. 

In his meeting with a group of 
senators he had questioned why 
the United States would accept 
more immigrants from Haiti and 
“s---hole countries” in Africa as he 
rejected a bipartisan immigration 
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The remarks could hurt talks, Sen. 
Chuck Grassley says. Page 4A 


FIRST IN THE WORLD-HERALD 


KENT SIEVERS/THE WORLD-HERALD 
Creighton’s pharmacy skills lab opened this school year in the center that was once a practice facility for basketball and volleyball. 


Traces of space’s past life 


Former Creighton gym is now a pharmacy lab, but the hardwood lives on 


By Rick RUGGLES 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Players used to dribble basket- 
balls in Creighton University’s 
Vinardi Athletic Center, but pills 
will spill there from now on. 

The second floor of the Vinardi 
Center long ago hosted Creighton 
men’s basketball games, then be- 
came a practice facility for the 
men’s and women’s basketball 
teams and the Creighton volleyball 
team. 

The teams no longer use the 
Vinardi Center, and Creighton 
has turned the old gym into a new 
pharmacy skills lab with 85 work- 
stations, a conference room, office 
space, a classroom, sinks and ceil- 
ing-mounted monitors. 

The original gymnasium win- 
dow design — tall and arched 
— was preserved by campus ar- 
chitect Coale Johnson in about 30 
windows. 

A local firm called Reclaimed 
Enterprises is converting tons of 
Douglas fir and maple that once 
made up the gym floor into small 
and large tables, keychains, bottle 
openers, trays, flooring, bar coun- 
tertops and other pieces. 

Reclaimed Enterprises has be- 
gun selling the items, some of 
which are displayed on creigh- 
tongymfloor.com. 

The company will return 20 per- 
cent of the gross revenue to 
Creighton. 

Tram Nguyen, a second-year 
doctor of pharmacy student from 
Vietnam, was unaware of the his- 


See Lab: Page 2 


Creighton-themed 
keychains, at 

left, and other 
merchandise 
crafted from the 
old gym’s wood 
floor are for sale 
from Reclaimed 
Enterprises. 
Above, Creighton 
and Marquette 
basketball 
players in the 
Vinardi Center 
around 1930. The 
campus facility 
was built in 1915. 


LIFE SENTENCE 


In anguish, victim confronts gunman 


Man tells his fiancée’s killer: You squandered the second chance you were given’ 


By Topp COOPER 


robbery at the couple’s house 


WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Curtis Goodwin is half the 
man he once was. 

Shot twice in the abdomen — 
and forced to undergo a handful 
of surgeries — he now weighs 
about 130 pounds. At 6-foot-3 
he’s rail thin, especially com- 
pared to the 260-pound man he 
was, who loved to install car ste- 
reos and who admits that he still 
loves “to eat.” 

A shadow of his former size, 
Goodwin is 10 times the man 
that his assailant is, prosecutors 
say. 

Never was that more evident 
than Friday, when Goodwin lum- 
bered up to Judge Marlon Polk’s 
bench and delivered a stirring 
statement, aimed at his fiancée’s 


Curtis Goodwin was shot in 2016. 


killer. 

In December, a jury had con- 
victed Tyeric Lessley of shoot- 
ing Goodwin twice and shooting 
and killing Goodwin’s fiancée, 
Suzanne Pope, as she slept — 
apparently during an attempted 


near 39th Street and Kansas Av- 
enue in Omaha. Friday, Polk sen- 
tenced Lessley to life in prison 
for the crime. 

It was the second time Less- 
ley had killed. The 32-year-old 
had been convicted in the 2008 
shooting death of a Minneapolis 
motorist after the man had tried 
to stop Lessley from walking 
away after a car wreck. Lessley 
served nine years in a Minneso- 
ta prison — and was released in 
April 2015. 

Eighteen months later, he 
showed up on Goodwin’s front 
stoop, gun in hand. 

Goodwin lamented the night- 
mare that has unfolded since. 

His voice frail but deliberate, 
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A milestone in local politics 


As of this week, the Douglas County 
Board, OPS board, and City Council 
are all led by black men. Midlands 


Scoring record for Mavs 


Ten UNO hockey players contribute 
goals to take down No. 20 Miami 
11-7 in series opener. Sports 


OPPD is nearly off the hook 


Utility expects to make its final 
payment to nuclear plant operator 
this month. Money 


Omaha forecast 
High: 14 Low: 8 
Mostly cloudy and cold Details: Page 6B 
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